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DEPARTMENT FOR CURRICULUM,  

RESEARCH, INNOVATION AND LIFELONG LEARNING  

Directorate for Learning and Assessment Programmes 

Educational Assessment Unit  
 

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2018  
 

YEAR 11                               ENGLISH LITERATURE      MARKING SCHEME  
 

DO NOT PENALISE LANGUAGE ERRORS AS LONG AS THE ANSWER IS 

COMPREHENSIBLE.   
 

SECTION A – DRAMA                            (25 marks) 

SECTION B – POETRY                            (25 marks) 

SECTION C – PROSE                            (25 marks) 

 Candidates should be rewarded for their knowledge of the text (including quotations) and 

for relevance. 

 Answers should be written in a coherent and organised manner.   

 Candidates should be penalised for contradictory, irrelevant and disorganised answers.  
 

21 - 25 marks 

Excellent 
   Essay shows a sound and detailed knowledge of text  

   Content is relevant and accurate  

   Ideas are supported by quotations and/or close references 

   Meaning is clear and accurate 

16 - 20 marks 

Very Good 
 Essay shows a sound knowledge of text 

 Content is generally relevant and accurate 

 Ideas are supported by quotations and/or close references 

 Meaning is generally clear and accurate 

11 - 15 marks 

Pass 
 Essay shows an adequate knowledge of text 

 Some of the content is relevant 

 Ideas are occasionally supported by quotes and/or close references 

 Expression is satisfactory.   

6 - 10 marks 

Weak 
 Essay shows limited knowledge of text 

 Content is mostly irrelevant or inaccurate. 

 Ideas are not supported by quotes and/or close references 

 Meaning is frequently not clear 

1 – 5 marks 

Very Poor 
 Essay shows poor knowledge of text 

 Content is too short and generally irrelevant 

 Ideas are not supported by quotes and/or close references 

 Meaning is not clear 
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SECTION D -  UNPREPARED TEXT                                                                            (25 marks) 

 

1. Quote six things that the speaker has lost.                                                                      3 marks 

 ‘my mother’s watch’ 

 A house  

 Two cities 

 Some realms 

 Two rivers 

 A continent 

 A loved one (you)  

      Accept any other relevant answer. 

 

2. Show how the different types of loss described by the speaker grow in significance.  

                                                                                                                                             2 marks 

 Award students who succeed in tracing the development from the loss of everyday possessions 

to treasured places and ultimately to persons.  

 

3. The speaker appears to deal with loss in a very practical way. Quote three pieces of advice that 

the speaker gives.                                                                                                             1½ marks 

(i) Lose something every day.  

(ii) Accept the fluster, of lost door keys, the hour badly spent 

(iii) Then practice losing farther, losing faster: 

      Accept any other relevant answer. 

 

4. Although the speaker is practical about how to deal with loss, a number of personal feelings 

come through. Identify three words or phrases that reveal that the speaker is upset by loss or 

attached to the things that are lost.                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                               1½ marks                                                                                              
 Accept any three of the following:  

(i) Fluster                                   

(ii) Three loved houses                

(iii) I miss them 

(iv) A gesture I love 

 

5. In the last stanza, find evidence to show that in reality the speaker finds difficulty in admitting 

the pain that loss brings with it.                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                  2 marks 
  the art of losing’s not too hard to master 

  though it may look like (Write it!) like disaster 

       Accept any other relevant answer.   

 

6. Describe the rhyme scheme of the first and last stanzas.                                                    2 marks 

 Award ½ mark for aba for the first stanzas  

 Award ½ mark for abaa for the last stanza  

 

7. In what way is the rhyme scheme suggestive of the practical way in which the speaker deals 

with loss?                                                                                                                             2 marks                   

                                                                                                                                      

 Accept answers that equate the regularity and repetitiveness with the speaker’s control on her 

emotions. Accept any other relevant answer.  

 



English Literature – Marking Scheme – Year 11 – Track 3 – 2018                                                                     Page 3 of 3 

8. a.  Identify one example of repetition.                                                                             1 mark 

       Accept answers such as ‘the art of losing isn’t hard to master’ or the idea that loss is no     

       disaster.   

 b.  Suggest a reason why the poet uses repetition.                                                           1 mark 

  The poet uses repetition because by repeating the same words she tries to convince herself 

that she can overcome it.  Accept any other relevant answer. 

 

9. Suggest what the speaker refers to in the lines:                                                                   1 mark 

 ‘I lost two cities, lovely ones. And, vaster, some realms I owned, two rivers, a continent.’ 

 Accept answers that show that the meaning of these lines should not be taken in a literal manner 

but probably may refer to treasured moments. Accept any other relevant answer. 

 

10. The poem has very few figures of speech. What effect does this have on the tone of the poem?                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                           2 marks 

 Accept answers that bring out the idea that the absence of figurative language favours the 

conversational tone of the poem. Accept any other relevant answer. 

 

11. Suggest who the speaker might be addressing.                                                                    1 mark 

 Accept answers that bring out the idea the speaker might be addressing another person 

(possibly a younger person) who has experienced loss. Accept any other relevant answer. 

   

12. Explain who the person referred to by the pronoun ‘you’ might be.                                   1 mark 

 Accept answers that bring out the idea that ‘you’ is a person who the speaker might have loved. 

Accept any other relevant answer 

 

13. With reference to two specific examples in the last stanza comment upon how the poet’s choice 

of punctuation gives emphasis to the speaker’s feelings.                                                  4 marks                                                                                                                                                                              

 Award marks to students who comment upon how the use of punctuation marks, such as a dash, 

brackets and italics allows the speaker to betray the true inner feelings she is trying to control. 

Specific reference should be made to two of the following: 

   

 The dash in ‘- Even losing you’  

 The brackets in (the joking voice, a gesture I love)  

 The italics in (Write it!)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


